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Books and Papers  
 
Re-emerging Church:  Baby Boomers and 
the future of denominational churches by 
Roger Standing 
The book is to be published next year. Roger 
informs me that the publisher's present 
summary states: 
 
In 2006 the largest generational group this 
country has ever seen, the “baby-boom” 
generation, turned 60 and began to take early 
retirement.  Contemplating their own mortality 
and the ultimate questions of life that 
accompany it, one of the most significant 
resources they have to draw upon is their 
knowledge of the gospel they learned in 
Sunday School (this was the last generational 
group to fully engage with Sunday School).  As 
they attempt to reconnect with the churches of 
their youth, will these historic, mainline 
denominational churches be ready for them?  
Now profiled as highly sophisticated 
consumers, this large group of potential 
seekers will not remain long in a church that 
does not meet them where they are.  They are 
looking to reconnect with the churches they 
knew in the 50s and 60s and familiarity and a 
sense of roots will be important.  However, their 
experience has moved on significantly and a 
church that feels like an ecclesiastical or social 
dinosaur will be swiftly rejected.  Likewise the 
motivation to revisit church is likely to be little 
more than a spiritual whim or aspiration.  It will 
be easily snuffed out.  Churches need to be 

prepared and this book explores what form 
this preparation might take.  What are the 
issues that need to be addressed for this 
group moved by a sense of nostalgia and 
personal roots to reconnect?  Sincerity, 
integrity, transparency and a relational 
context that does not fall foul of the cynicism 
that life has taught them will prove to be 
essential. 
 
Watch this space for further details. 
 
Health, Nursing & Social Welfare 
Open University have published their new 
catalogue of books on this subject for 
2007/2008 see www.openup.co.uk  it includes 
a section on Ageing and Later Life. 
 
London age and diversity directory 
Help the Aged has updated its directory which 
lists around 650 voluntary groups working 
with older people from minority communities 
in London. The data covers London-wide 
groups, groups by borough, and other 
organisations and services for minority ethnic 
people, Many of the services focus on older 
people. 
 
London Age and Diversity Directory 2006. 
Third edition. Tel020 7278 114 (Help the 
Aged) 
 
Heyday factsheets 
Heyday, Age Concern England’s magazine 
targeted to the younger old has launched a 
whole load of downloadable factsheets 
available on its website. 
www.heyday.org.uk/info 
 

News Reports 
 
Leisure in Retirement 
At the start of the 21st century most of us can 
expect a life expectancy of 85 years, (slightly 
less for men).  We would roughly be spending 
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the first 20 years or so in education; the next 30 
years in work; and possibly the last 35 years in 
retirement. Its worth pondering the fact that for 
many of us retirement will in fact become the 
longest and most stable period of our lives. This 
is a period that is increasingly being promoted 
as “a time of opportunity for personal 
development, a time of freedom, of leisure and 
pleasure” Magazines such as SAGA and 
Heyday (Age Concern’s newest magazine) 
targeting the young old are examples of this. 
 
Upskill Britain 
A proportion of the older work force access 
training through the governments Train-to-Gain 
initiative: the Higher Education Minister says 
“Interestingly about 27% of over 45-year-olds 
do so. That is a better success than previous 
training initiatives.” Stephen Williams (Lib Dem) 
spokesman on education issues says 
employers needed to change their attitudes 
towards older employees. 
 
Baby Boomers: the reality 
Age Concern Reportage asks “Can baby 
boomers really afford to invest in the future? 
 

• More than a third of people over 40 are 
without basic qualifications 

• Over 60% of the over-50s are not 
paying into private ofr occupational 
pensions 

• One million people over 50 are 
underemployed 

 
Don’t exclude the most disadvantaged 
Neil Churchill, Age Concern England’s 
Communications Director says:  
 
“Half (49%) of all older people in this country 
face one or more serious challenges in their 
daily lives. Among them discrimination, isolation 
lack of access to basic services, including 
healthcare, and low incomes. This is the 
Government’s own statistic, prepared for the 
Social Exclusion Unit in January 2006. …A 

Sure Start to Later Life was a step forwards in 
the challenge to end pensioner poverty and 
social disadvantage. However, nine months 
on, the Social Exclusion Task force issued 
and action plan that totally ignored the needs 
of older people.” 
 
I wonder how many church action plans and 
mission strategies overlook the needs of older 
people? Older people may soon be the 
largest group suffering from social exclusion 
and multiple-disadvantage in this county, the 
church must not ignore them.  
 
How does one know who to provide 
spiritual care for, or what a person's 
spiritual needs are? 
This is simple, says Elizabeth MacKinlay in 
Spiritual Growth and Care in the Fourth Age 
of Life, published by Jessica Kingsley 2006.  
 
“…ask the person, in language that he or she 
can understand, what their spiritual 
and/religious needs are, Spiritual assessment 
should form and important and integral aspect 
of multidisciplinary practice in aged care.” 
 
How do we know that the activities and 
services we provide in our churches are 
meeting the needs of older people? Have 
they ever been asked? 
 
CCOA Christian Council on Ageing  
CCOA has a new website www.ccoa.org.uk  
For your information, CCOA says it exists to 
address important issues form a Christian 
perspective, and their membership includes 
many whose knowledge and competence in 
matters affecting older people is outstanding. 
It is hoped that the re-branding will help them 
to raise their profile, increase their 
effectiveness, and help to make the voice of 
their members heard both within the church 
and in the wider world in which we live. 
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Broadband: guide for older people in Wales 
The Welsh Assembly Government’s Broadband 
Wales programme has produced a booklet with 
support from Age Concern Cymru, to help older 
people appreciate the benefits of broadband 
and the internet 
 
Broadband: the silver surfer’s guide to getting 
the best form broadband and the internet. 
http://www.broadbandforlife.com  
 
Pension Credit take-up  
The latest figures the Department of Work and 
Pensions show that between 1.2 and 1.7 million 
older people were missing out on pension credit 
and the overall amount unclaimed was between 
£1.6 and £2.5 billion. 
 
Climate change and the over 50s: research 
Age Concern reports that a report from the 
Stockholm Environment Institute and the 
University of York explores the impact of three 
separate age groups (baby boomers, aged 50-
64;seniors, 65-74 and elders, 75+ on climate 
change. It concludes that the lifestyles of over-
50s produce higher carbon emissions per head 
than other age groups. However, this group 
shows concern about climate change and a 
willingness to take action. 
 
Greening the Greys: climate change and the 
over 50s 
http://www.climatetalk.org.uk/news_post?news_
id=4  
 
’30 a day’ campaign 
The British Heart Foundation has launched a 
campaign to encourage older people to take 30 
minutes of moderate physical activity on five 
days a week. Suggestions are available on how 
to fit it into everyday activities. Tel 080 156 
5630 (British Heart Foundation) 
 
 
 
 

Workshops/Conferences  
 
Living Alone in Later Life 
This is a one-day workshop organised by 
PSALM on Wednesday 8th August 2007 
11.00am (Coffee from 10.30am). Venue: St 
Pancras Church House, 1 Lancing Street, 
NW1. Further details and booking form from 
psalm@stpancraschurch.org or leave a 
message on 020 7388 5658 
 
Embracing our Dying 
A day workshop also organised by PSALM 
venue and contact details same as above. 
Led by Dr Katherine Froggatt senior lecturer 
at the International Observatory for End of 
Life Care at Lancaster University & Revd Paul 
Atherton Vicar of St Mark, Bush Hill Park, 
Enfield. 
 
Aging with Grace 
A Quiet Day led by Katherine Froggatt and 
Hugh Kidd. Thursday October 2007 Venue: 
Whirlow Grange Spirituality Centre, Ecclesall 
Road, South Yorkshire, S11 9PZ. For further 
details see www.whirlowgrange.co.uk  
 
Focus on older people conference 
The first major conference to turn the 
Christian spotlight on the issues surround 
population will take place on Wednesday 21st 
November in London. Talk and workshops 
include: 

• Euthanasia and the value of life 

• Who will foot the bill as the population 
ages? 

• Older people and government policy 

• Ageism – and other social attitudes 
and trends 

• Our disappearing pensions 

• The loneliness of the long-living 
elderly 

• Biblically based pastoral care of older 
people 

• Dementia 
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The conference is organised by Pilgrim Homes 
and will take place at the Friends Meeting 
House, Euston, London, across the road from 
Euston Station. Cost: £35 per person – book 
before August for a £5 discount. For more 
information email info@pilgrimhomes.org.uk or 
Tel. 020 7407 5466 
 
Parkinson’s disease: DVD 
The Parkinson’s Disease Sociiety has produced 
a free DVD, Being there, for use by people who 
have rencetly been diagnosed with this 
condition. It aims to answer the questions and 
concerns that they and their families may have. 
 
Tel: 01473 212115 (Parkinson’s Disease 
Society) 
http://www.parkinsons.org.uk/for_professionals/
resources/being_there.aspx 
 
Diocese of Guildford – Study Day 
 
Wholeness in the Fourth Age 
Mental Health needs of older people 
 
A study day for those involved in the pastoral or 
spiritual care of older people with mental health 
needs, particularly depression and dementia.  
 
They will be looking at questions like: 

• How do we achieve a person centred 
approach to dementia? 

• What are the signs of depression in 
older people? 

• Who cares for the carers? 

• Where do we find meaning? 
 
It costs £20 per person, which includes lunch 
and refreshments.  
 
Date & Venue 
Saturday 6th October 2007, 10am-4pm, 
Emmanuel Parish Centre 
1 Shepherds Lane 
Stoughton 
Guildford, GU2 9SJ 

For further information contact Wendy Bryant: 
Tel: 01483 790 327 
e-mail: wendy.bryant@cofeguildford.org.uk  
 
To book your place please contact Caroline 
Lazenby: 
Tel: 01483 790 320 
e-mail: caroline.lazenby@cofeguildford.org.uk  
 
 

Your Letters 
 
Hi Mike 
I was very interested to see the information in 
this latest Bulletin about Age Concern's 
publication regarding Spirituality and Aging… 
 
Things are moving forward with the project in 
Gillingham Deanery regarding Spiritual Care 
of older People in Residential Care. I am 
organising a meeting for representatives from 
Homes and the Churches on Monday 
(30/4/07) when Buddy from PARCHE will be 
joining us as we look at the way forward. The 
Rural Dean (Alan) and I have come up with a 
name and a logo which we hope will be 
acceptable: ASPIRE - Assisting Spirituality In 
Residential Establishments. I am feeling very 
excited about the way things are coming 
together… 
Julia 
 
 
 
Michael,  
I came across this and thought of you! 
  
"Education and Outreach 
Most adult education offered by the church is 
offered primarily to those within the church - 
it's members and various ministers.  There 
are however some interesting examples of 
community outreach offering educational 
opportunities, such as parenting classes etc.  
This week some information arrived on my 
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desk relating to education with older people, 
and the fact that the inspection of older people's 
care provision now includes "access to 
education".  I am passing this on in case it 
suggests opportunities to any of you or your 
diocesan colleagues.  

"Sustaining acceptable standards of 
quality of life for older people has been 
a key element of older people's policy 
expressed by Government in 
Opportunity Age.  The Opportunity Age 
Quality of Life Indicators include access 
to education.  This is also now part of 
the Inspection process for older people's 
care provision. 

Recent changes in focus of education 
spending and the latest LSC 
participation data indicate that: "older 
people are less likely to benefit from 
formal education unless imaginative, 
targeted and collaborative ways are 
found to deliver and fund meaningful 
programmes."   

For older people in care and 
dependency settings where care, 
welfare and health issues may 
predominate, creating and sustaining 
education programmes is thus even 
more problematic.  The inclusion of 
learning within inspection procedures, 
however, creates the opportunity to 
influence those procedures and 
encourage care providers to develop 
education programmes with those older 
people for whom they have a 
responsibility." " 

From Joanna Cox, Church of England 
Education Division. 
 
Jenny Richardson 
Church Army Lifelong Learning Co-ordinator 

Other resource material 
available from Church Army 
 
Discovering Faith in Later Life Series:  

• No. 1 Taking the church into residential 
care homes in Eastbourne. 

• No. 2 St. Stephen’s Seniors: Christ to the 
Elderly and Lonely in East Twickenham 

• No. 3 PSALM Project for Seniors And 
Lifelong Ministry 

• No. 4 The Outlook Trust: Christian Hope 
and Encouragement for Older People.  

• No. 5 ‘Holiday at Home’ Running events 
for older people during the summer 
holidays. 

• No. 6 Church for the SAGA Generation: 
Cultural Shifts in younger old. 

 
This Discovering faith in later life series are 
available on Church Army website under the 
resources link: www.churcharmy.org.uk.  
And The Sheffield Centre’s website: 
www.encountersontheedge.org.uk. 
 

Michael Collyer CA 
Researcher: Older People. 

Exploring evangelism, spiritual needs and 
fresh expressions of church among older 

people. Member of the Sheffield Centre 
Church Army’s Research Unit 

Tel: 0114 272 7451  
Email: m.collyer@churcharmy.org.uk  

 
All this information is downloadable from our 
website; 
http://www.encountersontheedge.org.uk/ . 


